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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the application filed 04/29/04. 

2. Claims 1 - 3, 5- 7 & 9,10,12, 14 -24 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1 - 3, 5, 21 & 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Parthasarathy USPN 6,347,398 B1 . 

Regarding claim 1 , Parthasarathy anticipates, a method (Col.32: 65 - 33:55) A 
television set-top terminal (Col.3: 47, see set op boxes for television network computers, 
and satellite receiver boxes), comprising: 

a computer readable, medium having computer program code (31 : 20 - 25, see 
installed computer components); and 

means for executing said computer program code to implement an Application 
Programming Interface (API) wherein: 

application data which defines applications is recovered at the terminal according 
to locators associated with the applications (FIG.3, see 60, DATA DOWNLOAD 
MODULE for recover); 

the applications are registered and installed at the terminal (FIG.4, 76); 

the API enables running and subsequent stopping of the applications (Col. 19:60 
- 67, see OnStartBinding and OnStopBinding); and 

the API enables the retrieval of the applications as broadcasts software 
applications (3: 47 - 53, shows utility for wireless personal devices as well as set top 
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boxes and also discusses the ability to download software a remote location, and since 
broad casting software in wireless device is an old and well known practice in the art, 
this would be an inherent feature in Parthasarathy); 

the API enables pausing of the applications once they are running, and 
subsequent resuming of the applications (Col.19:60 - 67, see OnStartBinding and 
OnStopBinding). 

Regarding claim 2, the terminal of claim 1 , wherein: a user is notified of the 
presence of the applications after registration and installation thereof (Col. 19: 23 - 25). 

Regarding claim 3, the terminal of claim 1 , wherein: said API enables the 
retrieval of the applications as downloadable software applications (FIG.4, 70). 

Regarding claim 5, the terminal of claim 1 , wherein: 

said API is independent of an operating system and hardware of the terminal 
(Col. 16:45 - 50, platform independent). 

Regarding claim 21 , the method version of claim 1 , see rationale as previously 
discussed above. 

Regarding claim 22, the method version of claim 2, see rationale as previously 
discussed above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 6,7, 9, 10, 12,14 - 20, 23 & 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Parthasarathy USPN 6,347,398 B1 in view of Anandakumar et 
al. USPN 6,574,213 B1. 
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Regarding claim 6, Parthasarathy anticipates a television set-top terminal, 
comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer program code (FIG.1, see item # 
12, 16, also see FIG.3); and 

means for executing said computer program code to implement an Application 
Programming Interface (API) wherein: 

application data which defines applications is recovered at the terminal according 
to locators associated with the applications (FIG.3, see 60, DATA DOWNLOAD 
MODULE for recover); 

the applications are registered and installed at the terminal (FIG.4, 76); and 

the API enables particular ones of the applications to advertise their respective 
states to other applications (Col.1 9:1 5 - 20). Parathasarathy doesn't explicitly disclose 
providing an ITU-T X.731 based mechanism for monitoring and controlling the 
applications, wherein said ITU-TX.731 is an international standard which defines 
management states, status codes and state transitions for manageable objects, 
although he does disclose being operable in a wireless communication environment 
(e.g. broadcasting). Anandakumar does however in an analogous art disclose providing 
improvements to packing network environments including the ITU standards. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Parathasarathy and Anandakumar because, using ITU 
standards would make the system more compatible. 

Regarding claim 7, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 

a user is notified of the presence of the applications after registration and 
installation thereof (Col. 19:23 - 25, see notification and IbindStatus-Callback Interface). 

Regarding claim 9, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 

said API enables at least one of the other applications to access the advertised 
state of at least one of the particular advertising applications (Col. 19:22 - 28, see 
notification and IbindStatusCode). 

Regarding claim 10, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 
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said API enables retrieval of version information associated with the applications 
(Col.32: 15-20, see control file and version information). 

Regarding claim 12, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: API enables verification of 
the integrity of all of the applications (FIG.3, 62). 

Regarding claim 14, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 

said API enables administrative locking and unlocking of the applications 
(Col.19:60 - 67, for locking and unlocking see OnStartBinding and OnStopBinding). 

Regarding claim 15, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 

said API enables particular ones of the applications to advertise respective alarm 
statuses thereof to other ones of the applications (Col. 19:55 - 65, see communicating 
status, reporting progress, also returning error codes). 

Regarding claim 16, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 

said API enables particular ones of the applications to advertise respective 
availability statuses thereof to other ones of the applications (Col. 19:55 - 65, see 
communicating status). 

Regarding claim 17, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 

said API enables particular ones of the applications to advertise respective 
procedural statuses thereof to other ones of the applications (Col. 1 9:55 - 65, see 
IbindStatusCallback and registering using RegisterBindStatusCallback). 

Regarding claim 18, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 

said API enables particular ones of the applications to advertise respective 
operational states thereof to other ones of the applications (Col. 19:1 5 - 20). 

Regarding claim 19, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 

said API enables particular ones of the applications to advertise respective 
administrative states thereof to other ones of the applications (Col. 19: 15 - 20, see pass 
status information back to application program). 

Regarding claim 20, the terminal of claim 6, wherein: 

said API enables particular ones of the applications to advertise respective usage 
states thereof to other ones of the applications (Col.9: 45 - 53, see ModuleUsage and 
"...keep track of software components installed..."). 
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Regarding claim 23, the method version of claim 6, see rationale as previously 
discussed above. 

Regarding claim 24, the method version of claim 7, see rationale as previously 
discussed above. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6, 7 & 9,10,12, 14 - 20, 23 and 24 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Regarding Applicant's argument of claim 1 , on page 9, of Applicant's response 
dated 4/29/2004, that Parathasarathy doesn't disclose " a television set-top terminal, 
comprising a computer readable medium having computer code...", see 3: 45 - 55. 
Prior art distinctly teaches support for a set top box and programmable code as also 
noted et seq. and in 31 : 23 - 27. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chuck Kendall whose telephone number is 703- 
3086608. The examiner can normally be reached on 10:00 am - 6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on 703-3054552. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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